The Music of Thanksgiving

When Abraham Lincoln became president, Thanksgiving was already a widely
observed holiday in the United States, though its celebration varied across
regions and over time. During the Civil War, both sides proclaimed days of
Thanksgiving, asking God to bring a swift end to the war. In hopes of unifying
the nation by requesting both sides set aside the day to acknowledge both the
great hardships and blessings, President Lincoln declared a Federal Day of
Thanksgiving, which we still celebrate today.
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